HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
therefore changing increasingly in favour of the
coloured population even to-day, and in future genera-
tions it will change still more rapidly in that direction.
In Great Britain herself the increase in birth rate has
fallen from its peak point in the seventies of last century
to less than half to-day. In the seventies there were
about 36 children born annually per 1,000 adults in
Great Britain, whilst to-day the number is only 15.
If we wish to estimate the consequences of this
development in the future we shall certainly not be
exaggerating if we assume that the birth rate will
remain more or less at its present level and not diminish
still further as it has done in the past. Even proceeding
from this rather optimistic assumption, two things can
be said with a fair amount of certainty : first of all, in
the coming 30 years there will be relatively more old
people and relatively fewer young people in Great
Britain than in former periods. In 1901 there were
only two adults for every child under 15 years. To-day
there are three adults, and in 1965 there will be almost
five adults. By 1947 the process will have developed
so far that the number of people in Great Britain over
45 years of age will be approximately as great as the
number of people under that age.
And secondly, it is possible to prophesy that the total
population of Great Britain will decline from the year
1965 on. By the year 1976 the population of Great
Britain will have fallen to 33 millions, as compared
with 44 millions to-day. Thus, unless the birth rate
rises considerably population figures will decline